PAGE  
3

CHARLOTTE CHAPEL SCOUT TROOP

George Rae, Junior, who had been secretary of the Sunday School since 1928 and superintendent since 1951, gave the writer the following account of the early years of the Chapel Scouts, Cubs and Guides. His notes are reproduced as written. Nothing else is said here about the Scouts, as the full story to 1994 is told in Angus H. MacLeod, 75 Years of Scouting: The Story of the 6th Edinburgh (Charlotte Chapel) Group, (John Donald, Edinburgh, 1995). There have been many changes in the structure of the Scout movement generally since then, but that is outwith the scope of the writer.

The Scouts, Cubs and Guides were formed early in 1921 under Mr. E.W. Evans. Mr. Evans had a long connection with the Boy Scout movement before forming the troop in the Chapel. He had been associated with a troop in Morningside since 1908 and had often discussed the question of forming a troop in the Chapel with Mr. Kemp. Mr. Kemp was, however, utterly opposed to the idea, although he was on the best of terms with Mr. Evans. It was not until late in 1920 during Dr. Scroggie's ministry that Mr. Evans was asked if he would form a troop of Scouts in connection with the Sunday School at Charlotte Chapel. Late that year, he commenced training a patrol of older lads to form patrol leaders and seconds. Early in 1921, these boys were inspected in the Upper Hall at the Chapel by the District Commissioner, found satisfactory and given their number and warrant as the 6th Edinburgh Charlotte Chapel Troop. Thereafter four patrols, the Eagles, the Owls, the Curlews and the Peewits were formed with younger recruits. The initial strength of the Troop was 16.

Also in December 1920, on the recommendation of Dr. Scroggie, an approach was made by Mr. Evans to a Miss Turnbull to inaugurate a Cub Pack. In its initial stages, this comprised 4 boys, who were to be the eventual sixers. Meetings were held in the business room. After the first badges were gained by these 4 boys, the Pack was officially opened and a rapid expansion took place until there were 30 boys in the Pack.

The early success of the troop was promoted by the purchase by Mr. Evans of Canty Bay, near North Berwick, in 1923. Had the Scouts at their first camp in 1921 not been refused a camp site at Dirleton, because the farmer there thought the Scouts would fight with his Irish labourers, they would not have gone to Canty Bay. Had one of the cottages at Canty Bay not been let for the use of the Cubs for a period of not less than a year (although they only wanted it for a few days), it is unlikely that Mr. Evans would have known of the later sale of the property. And he would not have been in a position to buy the property had his father not died the previous November, for it was with the money left by his father that he  purchased Canty Bay as a memorial to him and to his mother, both of whom had taken a kindly interest in the Scouts. The property was later maintained by Mr. Evans at his own expense for 13 years until 1936, when the Evans Trust for Boys was formed. Some years later, Mr. Evans formed a holiday fund, to enable boys to go to Canty Bay no matter what their home circumstances were. This fund was principally formed from the sale of Mr. Evans' large stamp collection which brought in about £1100.

Mr. Evans' aim in doing all this at such personal sacrifice to himself was "My reason for taking so much time and trouble, as well as investing so much cash in Canty Bay and the Scouts, arises from the belief that no other boys' organisation offers the same opportunities for character building, or gives the boys the same opportunity for learning to live the life of Christian Faith in circumstances so personal to themselves. We suffer a great deal from boys learning the theory of our beliefs under conditions which, at their age, bear little relation to their boyish outlook and keener interests. They therefore tend to grow-up theory instinctively to the daily intercourse of life but as we, I hope, show the boys how to live together at Canty Bay, the Christian life and teaching becomes a subconscious force effectively ordering their actions as boys and so following on unconsciously as they gradually put away childish things". Subsequent events have justified his faith. In 1957, nine former members of the Scouts were in full time Christian service, either as pastors or missionaries, two more were in training and six were office bearers in the Chapel. While Mr. Evans would be the last to say that Canty Bay and the Christian influence exerted there had been the sole factors in directing boys into active Christian service, there can be little doubt that they played an important part. The following description by Mr. Evans of an evening at Canty Bay is typical of many; "Outside the dusk is deepening on this quiet April evening. Soon under a starry sky the rhythmic flashes of the lighthouse beyond the bay will alone pierce the darkness. Soon light-out should bring a silence broken only by the slow surge of the sea upon the sandy beach. A low cottage faces the curving shore and within it some boys sit clustered round the fire. There are 18 of them. Boy Scouts whose happy Easter holiday is drawing to an end, gathered as is their wont to close another day of duties and good fellowship with a time of prayer and praise.

Many are converted lads but three chums from another troop have been our guests for the last 10 days; friends who have done us good turns in the past. It is our desire to do for them the best of good turns and for some time they have been much in our prayers. They are the Seagull patrol and have with them their mascot Peeky, a real live seagull but wounded which they have kept for weeks, for a Scout is a friend to animals. We know that our evening meetings have been a revelation to our Seagull friends but so far that is all.

The spirit pervading this little group of worshippers is one of boyish gladness and expectancy.  Every one is quite natural and there is a complete absence of restraint. Someone begins by asking our Lord to be present and somehow we feel His nearness to us. Several favourite choruses are sung with heartiness and enjoyment. The daily portion is read, verse by verse, round the circle, then follows a time of prayer during which one after another talks intimately with his Saviour and how closely intimate a boy can be. The Seagulls are leaving us tomorrow and someone returns thanks for their friendship, for we have learned to like them greatly, and prays that they may all before they go take Jesus as their personal Saviour. In a few brief sentences the leader of the meetings feels led to urge that so unique an opportunity be not allowed to pass unheeded. Then prayer again. There is a short silence broken by the youngest Seagull returning thanks to God simply and shortly. His patrol leader quickly follows then the third boy. Lastly the leader speaks again, answering for the patrol, "Oh God the Seagulls thank You for having brought us here and for having got to know Thee". Thus were our prayers abundantly answered and light-out clean forgotten. So it happened that our chums left for home next day to the strains of "God be with you till we meet again". That we do from time to time for they are now members of our branch of the Scripture Union while we look forward to our summer camp by Loch Tay where we hope to share with them again these times of evening worship.

Words cannot express what the troop owed to Mr. Evans. He was a leader who by his own unselfish life showed what it was to follow the Master and many of the boys owe their conversions to him. He knew how to interest boys in the things around them. He often used, after the example of our Lord, the ordinary things of nature to reveal the power and majesty of our Heavenly Father. He explained the intricacies of a small shell, found on the shore or the beauty of a wayside flower, or the marvels of the heavens above. There seemed no end to the fund of knowledge to be gleaned from him. While Mr. Evans has been associated with the troop since its inception in 1921, ill-health and domestic circumstances forced him to give up the Scout Mastership in 1922.

In the early days, the Scouts were fortunate in having the use of a lorry, first an old Argyll and later a G.M.C. The latter served them faithfully for many years until it finally had to be pensioned off on account of its age but adventurous journeys up the north road to the camps in the Cairngorms were long remembered.

The Guides were not so fortunate in having anyone to provide them with a place like Canty Bay. While the absence of such a place has been felt, the Guide Leaders made the most of their opportunities to influence the girls in their charge. The Guide promise is a simple one, "I Promise on my honour to do my best to do my duty to God and Queen, to help other people at all times and to obey the Guide Law". Within it, it sets duty to God first.

A boy or a girl who came up through the Scouts or Guides had much to be thankful for, in the fellowship in the simple duties of camp, in the chores and the games, and in the Scouts or Guides Owns (their own services often conducted by themselves).

William Edgar Evans died in 1963 – obituary in Record, 1963, p. 76.

